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UNCLAS GENEVA 0572 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: GATT, ETRD 

SUBJECT: GATT PANELS ON DISC AND RELATED TAX PRACTICES 
REF: STATE 8361 (NOTAL) 

1 . GATT SECRETARIAT (KAUTZOR SCHRODER) HAS INFORMED 
MISSION THAT MARIADASON HAS SENT CABLE ACCEPTING CHAIRMAN- 
SHIP OF SUBJECT PANELS. AVAILABILITY OF ALL PANEL MEMBERS 
NOW CONFIRMED. 

2. MARIADASON NOT EXPECTED RETURN TO GENEVA 

UNTIL END OF FEBRUARY; HE WILL ALSO BE AWAY DURING MONTH 
OF MAY. AS GABRIELLSON NOT AVAILABLE FIRST WEEK IN MARCH, 
GATT SECRETARIAT EXPECTS EARLIEST PANELS WILL MEET IS 
SECOND WEEK IN MARCH. 

3. WE HAVE INFORMED SECRETARIAT THAT OFFICIALS FROM 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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WASHINGTON WILL PROBABLY WANT TO ATTEND MEETINGS AND 
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THAT IT SHOULD KEEP THIS IN MIND IN ANNOUNCING MEETING 
DATES. FIRST PANEL MEETING EXPECTED TO RUN FROM TUESDAY 
TO FRIDAY OF WHATEVER WEEK IS CHOSEN. 

4. ALTHOUGH PANEL EXPECTED TO SPEND PART OF FIRST MEETING 
DISCUSSING PROCEDURES, SECRETARIAT 

ASSUMES THAT THEY WILL ALSO GET INTO SUBSTANCE. AS THREE 
OF PANEL MEMBERS NOT BASED IN GENEVA, IT IS DOUBTFUL 
THEY WOULD WANT TO MAKE TRIP TO GENEVA JUST TO TALK ABOUT 
PROCEDURES. WE BELIEVE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE 
SHOULD THEREFORE BE PREPARED TO PRESENT OUR DEFENSE 
OF DISC AT FIRST MEETING AS WELL AS CASE AGAINST RELATED 
FRENCH, BELGIAN AND DUTCH TAX PRACTICES. DALE 
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